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STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e) ACCOMPANYING 
I INFORMATION DISCLOSUR^-T^^MENT 


Docket No. 
AMANO A275-DIV 


In Re Application Of: SAKUMActal. / ^ 




10/074,961 


Filing Date 
February 13, 2002 


^jjr Examiner 

BEATTY, ROBERT 


Group Art Unit 
2852 



Invention: Circular-Shaped Metal Structure, Method of Fabricating the Same, and Apparatus for Fabricating the 



TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



This is a statement under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97(e) in the above-identified application. Q g f^'-. 

Check applicable statement herebelow: ^ 
Statement Under 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1) ° 

) Each item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



Statement Under 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2) 

□ No item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned person, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 




' ' IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLN. OF: SAKUMA et al. 

SERIAL NO.: 10/074,961 

FILED: February 13, 2002 

FOR: Circular-Shaped Metal Structure, Method of Fabricating the Same. . . 

GROUP: 2852 

EXAMNIER: BEATTY, ROBERT ^ 

DOCKET: AMANO A275-DIV % c3 

Commissioner for Patents S. ^ 

P.O. Box 1450 £ ri 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 % % 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT ° 

Dear Sir: 

In connection with the above-entitled matter, Applicants hereby attach U.S. Patent Office 
form PTO- 1449, including copies of the references listed therein. Where available, English 
language counterparts and/or abstracts are being provided for Examiner's convenience. These 
references were cited in the European Search Report dated October 30, 2003 of the underlying 
European patent application. Enclosed is a copy of the European Search Report. The claims in 
the present application are believed to be patentably distinguished over these references. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure statement is being made pursuant to the duty 
of disclosure imposed by law and formulated in 37 CFR 1.56(A). No representation is made that 
the information thus disclosed in fact constitutes prior art or that it is the closest prior art, 
inasmuch as 37 CFR 1 .56(A) relies on a materiality concept which depends on subjectivity. 



Supplemental Info 

In compliance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), as 
relevance, as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 35 U.S.C. § 1.56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, the undersigned attorney of record submits 
a copy of an official Search Report by a foreign examiner in which the references were cited. 
The relevance to the pending U.S. patent application is that the references were cited in a foreign 
patent application on the same subject matter. However, no independent analysis of the 
references, the accuracy of the statement of foreign examiner or the claims of the foreign 
application under the laws of the country or the United States relative to the subject matter 
claimed in the present application has been made; the present understanding of the contents 
thereof by the undersigned being based on the foreign examiner's comments submitted 
therewith. 

The enclosed Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted within 
three months of the European Search Report, as certified in the attached Certification for 
Information Disclosure Statement. Therefore, we believe there are no fees involved with this 
Information Disclosure Statement. In the event there are additional fees payable, please charge 
them to our Deposit Account No. 08-1 39 1 . 

Respectfully submitted, 



Norman P. Soloway 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 24,315 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on j ^ . ^cJatJi^ iS , 2o&3 at Tucson, Arizona. 
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COMMUNICATION 


The European Patent Office herewith 
above-mentioned European patent a 


transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
ppJication. 


If applicable, copies of the document 


cited in the European search report are attached. 


E Additional set(s) of copies of the 


documents cited in the European s 


earch report is (are) enclosed 


The following specifications given by 
ED abstract 


the applicant have been approved by the Search Division: 
Dtj title 


□ The abstract was modified by the 


Search Division and the definitive 


ext is attached to this 


The following figure will be published 


together with the abstract: 2 





REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 



European Patent 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT Appiicuan Number 

EP 00 12 6619 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



4 200 051 A (ITO SHINOBU ET AL) 
29 April 1980 (1980-04-29) 
* column 2, 1 ine 60 - column 3, line 



* colun 



6, 1 



5 5 * 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
". 006, no. 135 (C-115), 

22 July 1982 (1982-07-22) 
-& JP 57 060023 A (TOSHIBA CORP) , 
10 April 1982 (1982-04-10) 

* abstract * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
". 013, no. 214 (M-827), 
18 May 1989 (1989-05-18) 
-& JP 01 034527 A (ASAHI CHEH IND CO LTD), 
6 February 1989 (1989-02-06) 

* abstract * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 1998, no. 11, 

30 September 1998 (1998-09-30) 

-&. JP 10 166100 A (TUBE FORMING :KK) , 

23 June 1998 (1998-06-23) 

* paragraph '0008! * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol . 008, no. 051 (P-259), 

8 March 1984 (1984-03-08) 

-& JP 58 202453 A (TOKYO SHIBAURA DENKI 

KK; OTHERS: 01), 

25 November 1983 (1983-11-25) 

* abstract * 



The present search report ha 



23 October 2003 



CATEGORY OF CrTED DOCUMENTS 



European Patent 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



EP 00 12 6619 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-6,16,17,18 

cylindrical metal structure with specified wall thickness 

2. Claims: 7-18 

apparatus and method for spinning 



EP 00 12 6619 



CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

I I Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European se 
i — I report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



J been drawn up for the first ten di 



le prescribed time limit. The present European search report he 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 

mm l rpmpntc nf unih, inw^nti™ or,H rQ W^ .~ 1 ; ~. 1 : 



see sheet B 



□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search re 
been drawn up for all claims. 



-I did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

I I Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
1 — ' search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
"~ " ,i " n * "« respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 



□ 



None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 00 12 6619 



ne European Patent Office is in no 



to the patent documents cited in the 



29-04-1980 JP 



JP 57060023 
JP 01034527 



JP 10166100 



1359286 C 
53133570 A 
61013888 B 
371413 B 
311478 A 
635292 A5 
2818632 Al 
1589131 A 



10-04-1982 NONE 



23-06-1998 NONE 



13-01-1987 
21-11-1978 
16-04-1986 
27-06-1983 
15-04-1980 
31-03-1983 
09-11-1978 
07-05-1981 



For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of me European Patent Office. No. 12/82 



